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Dear Landowner,
By sending you this letter, we ask you for the privilege of your allowing us to utilize your land on a permissive and limited basis to allow our dogs to train for AKC hunt test. This will be done only with your permission and on a limited basis and by the terms set forth by you. We have the utmost respect for your property and possessions and we understand that if we are allowed the privilege to utilize your land to train the dogs that we are fully liable for any damage that may be caused. 

Let us introduce ourselves to you.  We are Paul and Mary Rose Brin.  We live at______________________________________.  Our telephone number is ________________.  We have been married for 16 years. Paul works for ________________ as a _____________________________.    Mary Rose is a ___________________.  
One of our biggest hobbies is training our dogs for the AKC hunt test. We are very active in the AKC hunt test program and we’ve attached a description outlining the program.  Hopefully, this will help to explain all the hard work needed to develop the dogs to comply with AKC standards. The training we do also helps us to have great hunting dogs for either waterfowl or upland hunting, another one of our hobbies. Along with the hunting skills, our dogs provide therapy to patients at the nursing home where Mary Rose’s mother resides. 

We spend a tremendous amount of time with our dogs.  They are very obedient and friendly.  They are a part of our family.  We have three dogs at this time.  All are purebred Labrador Retrievers.  Hunter was our oldest and just passed away this last May.  He was a Master Hunter.  He had qualified for the Master Nationals six years in a row and was fortunate to attend three.  Scout is six years old and is also a Master Hunter.  He has qualified five years for the Master Nationals and has attended three times.   Busta is two years old.     He is going for his Master title.  Our goal is to have him qualified for this year’s Master National.  Our youngest is Joe, he will be a year old this May.  He has begun his training program and we enjoy every minute of him just being a puppy.   All of our dogs love to train.  Just the idea of getting into the truck to go to “work” makes them so excited.  It amazes friends and family to see the intensity in the dogs when they are out in the field working.  

We train six days a week during the spring, fall and summer, unless competition takes us away during the weekend.  In the winter we usually will train two or three days a week in an enclosed area to keep the dogs in shape and to do small drills.  This type of training can last anywhere from 2 to 4 hours depending on what concept we are working on. 

Each test is different from the next and therefore, our training should be as well.  We try to obtain permission for the use of many different properties in order to facilitate a true testing environment.  This also prevents us from overusing any one property.

Typical training items that may be used are wingers; an electrical device that throws rubber ducks for dogs to retrieve, a whistle; this helps the handler communicate with the dog, and poles; which allow the handler to see where the rubber ducks are placed for the blind retrieve.  If you do allow us to use your land, please feel free to come out and watch what we do.  We enjoy having landowners watch during our training sessions.  It allows us to showcase what these animals can do.  We take pride in our successes and accomplishments.

We have dedicated ourselves to attaining the highest ethical conduct in the field, as well as on a conservation and environmental level.  Our activism often takes us away for some of our weekends.  We have been a big part of teaching and mentoring youngsters on dog training and outdoor ethics. We are both members of Ducks Unlimited and Mary Rose is a member of the National Wild Turkey Foundation, which runs the women in the outdoors program.

It’s thanks to people like you who have taken their time and generosity to help us to accomplish so much. Due to the increase of land developments, it is very difficult for us to find property that helps us in our training.  It’s not the old west anymore.  Land is very hard to come by.    We understand that offering your property is a burden.    We are willing to accept any and all restrictions that you as the landowner want to impose.  We will respect and treat your land as it should be.   Your permission to help us to carry on our pursuits with the use of your property is greatly appreciated and we will honor you and your property at all cost.  

Again thank you for taking your time to considerer our request and us.  If you need any references from other landowners that we are currently using, we will be happy to supply them to you.
Thank you,
AFFIDAVIT

The people whose name and address appear below have promised to use your land for outdoor recreation in an ethical way.  Please read the signed pledge at the bottom for specifics.

In deciding whether or not to allow these people to use your property, please consider that they are putting their name and address on the line as assurance that they will abide by your wishes and conduct themselves as true sportsmen or sportswomen.

PERMISSION TO

I hereby grant the person named below permission to use my property to train their dogs.

Landowner name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address, City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone number:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Land location:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Special terms:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Landowner signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Permission granted for: 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address, City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone number

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Vehicle information
_____________________________________________________________________________________
By signing below, I acknowledge and accept all risks and terms involved in this activity and hold you, the landowner(s), lessee(s) or agent(s) harmless and release the same from liability, injury or death of any party from my participating in this activity upon your land or property.

I sincerely thank you and I am very grateful for your time and for allowing me the opportunity and privilege to practice this time honored art and sport.

Signature____________________________________________________________________
OUR PLEDGE

In return for the privilege of using private property, we agree to:

1. Respect the landowner’s property, going only where they designates 

2. Take every precaution against littering and fire.

3. Observe all safety precautions and the tradition of good outdoorsman.

4. Assume liability for my actions and my person while on this property.

The AKC Hunting Test program
The AKC Hunting Test program for Retrievers was launched in early 1985 when AKC's Hunting Test Regulations were introduced. The program is meant to complement the AKC's successful Retriever Field Trial program.

The Hunting Test program is a program of certification; it seeks to identify and recognize officially those dogs that possess the abilities that enable them to serve effectively as personal hunting companions. Certification is provided on three levels in the form of the official AKC suffix titles Junior Hunter (JH), Senior Hunter (SH) and Master Hunter (MH). Degree certificates are issued to owners and titles are recorded on all of AKC's registration and pedigree records.

The AKC Hunting Test regulations have been designed in such a manner that the officials of a test-giving club and the judges have considerable latitude in the conduct of a test. This is to allow for variations in conditions that are peculiar to various parts of the country, and also to grant judges unlimited opportunities for ingenuity in planning tests.

Retrievers should perform equally well on the land and in the water, and must be thoroughly tested on both.

Judges must evaluate the dogs in several categories to determine their value as a hunting retriever.
· Marking (memory)
· Style
· Perseverance
· Trainability
Each category is graded on a scale of 1-10 over the course of the test. For a dog to pass a test, the dog must receive an average score of at least "5" in each category, as well as an overall average score of at least "7". In addition, a dog cannot receive a score of "0" (zero) at any time during the test.

AKC Junior Hunting Test
The Junior Hunter Test requires two single marks on land and two single marks on water. A single mark means a single bird is thrown and the dog watches the bird fall. Upon command, dog should promptly retrieve and deliver the bird to the hand (ie. hold onto the bird so that the handler takes it directly from the dog's mouth).

The distance of the marks should not be more than 100 yards. Dogs should be steady, but may be brought to the line on leash. Dogs may be restrained gently with a slip cord, or held gently by the collar until sent to retrieve.

In order to be recorded as a Junior Hunter, a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in 4 Junior Hunting Tests. Upon completion of these requirements, an AKC Junior Hunter certificate will be issued to the owner, and the dog shall have the suffix JH appended to it name in all official AKC records.

Dogs that have passed one or more Master or Senior Hunting Tests are ineligible to enter a Junior Hunting Test. A dog which has earned it's JH title may continue to enter Junior Hunting Tests, but no further certificates will be issued.

AKC Senior Hunting Test

Senior Hunting Test requirements include:
· one land blind
· one water blind
· one double land mark
· one double water mark
· a walk-up
· a diversion shot and/or mark
· an honor
The dogs shall be steady on the line and no collar or leads can be used. The test usually incorporates one of the marks as a shot flyer. In addition, the ground conditions will generally be somewhat harder than those found in a Junior Hunting Test (eg. deeper mud, taller grass, etc).

In order to be recorded as a Senior Hunter, a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in 5 Senior Hunting Tests (a JH title counts as 1 qualifying score in a Senior Hunting Test). Upon completion of these requirements, an AKC Senior Hunter certificate will be issued to the owner, and the dog shall have the suffix SH appended to it name in all official AKC records.

Dogs that have passed one or more Master Hunting Tests are ineligible to enter a Senior Hunting Test. A dog which has earned it's SH title may continue to enter Senior Hunting Tests, but no further certificates will be issued.

AKC Master Hunting Test
Master Hunting Test requirements include:

· water blinds
· land blinds

· multiple marks on land (usually triples or quads)
· multiple marks on water (usually triples or quads)
· multiple marks on both land and water
· a walk-up
· diversion shots and/or marks
· an honor
These dogs are representing a truly complete hunting dog. They shall be steady on the line and no collar or leads can be used. The test usually incorporates a shot flyer in several of the marks. In addition, the ground conditions will generally be those matching some of the harshest conditions and distances that may be found in hunting situations (eg. chest deep mud, grass and weeds over their head, etc).

In order to be recorded as a Master Hunter, a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in 6 Master Hunting Tests (a SH title counts as 1 qualifying score in a Master Hunting Test). Upon completion of these requirements, an AKC Master Hunter certificate will be issued to the owner, and the dog shall have the suffix MH appended to it name in all official AKC records.

A dog which has earned it's MH title may continue to enter Master Hunting Tests, but no further certificates will be issued. However, running in additional Master tests can qualify the dog for entry in for Master National Test. The Master National is held once a year and dogs can qualify to enter by passing 4 Master tests during the previous year. The 1994 Master National was held in Minden, Nevada with 223 qualified dogs running and 34 dogs passing after running 6 series of tests. The AKC does not yet have designation on a dog’s title to show that it has passed a Master National test.
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